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TWO-CYLINDER CLUB
“For the restoration and preservation of
John Deere two-cylinder tractors and
related products”

THE TWO-CYLINDER CLUB s c¢hartered in
Grundy Center, lowa, as a nonprofil recre-
ational and educational organization. The
Club extends is Invitation to membership
to Individuals Interested in the preservation
of these machines and thelr important role
In our agricultural herftuge

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
DAVID TRUMBAUER — Chairman
Grundy Center, lowa

HALE MATTOON — Chelsea, VI
SCOTT ZOBOROSKY — Laporie. IN

MIKE DE SHAZO — Lecanto, FL.

ROD OLSON — Burnsuille, MN

L.E. ISTEVE) STEVENSON — Bartlerr, IL
DAN REUWEE — Springfleld. MO
ROBERT MILLER — Littleton, €O
HOWARD BUDID — Ingersoll. Ontario, Canada
JOUN CHISHOLM — Menzies Ferry, New Zealand

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
Members of the Two-Cylinder Club each receive
the following membership benelils, ..

Official membership registration with u mem
bership card

Subscription to Tio Cylinder magasine.

Free advertising in Two Cylinder magnzine
lone ad per year),

Discounts on merchandise available through
the Two-Cylinder Center

Opportunity 1o obtain tractor production
record information. (AL a nomiol fee.)

Free sddmittance to Expos and Swap Meots
hasted by the Two-Cylinder Cluls. (Current
membership card required for entry.)
Opportunity to quality as an exhibitor wt spe-
clal events.

Wihille all dues support the Club's mission of pre-
sorving the history of John Deere tractors and
related products. the major portion is designated
for the maguzine subscription and no portion
ahould be considered a charitable contribution
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COVER PHOTOGRAPHS

This “wide-tread” type of “BO” Lindeman Crawler was built
specifically for row-crop farming. The tracks are adjustable,
providing a choice of tread widths for a varlety of applica-
tions. The photos were taken on the product display pad in
front of the Lindeman Power Equipment Company in Yakima,
Washington.
INSIDE FRONT
The Lindeman Power Equipment Company was located In a
former Cadillac dealership in 1925.

S
In 1929, the Lindeman Power Equipment Company moved to
a new location which eventually grew to ten acres with over
400 employees, This site became the John Deere Yakima
Works In 1947,

Preface

In 1919, when Jesse Lindeman was just 20 years old,
he left Cass County, lowa, and headed 1o washington
State. Alter a year's experience in the air service of the
LS. Army during World War 1. he was determined 1o
see the world. With an uncle in Ellensburg, Washington.
this seemed a good place o start. Litle did he envision
that, armed with an eighth grade education. he would
stay in Washington all his lite and become a self-taught
agricultural engineer and one ot the best-known and
most admired personalities involved in agricultural
development in the 20th century.

People close o him, including his friends Ted Adams
and Bob Mull, say that Jesse was somewhat oblivious
to the degree that his inventions and creations had
macdle him lamous. It was only during the last year or
two, after he began to slow down somewhat, that he
realized that there were two or three generations ol trac-
tor collectors who held in the same Kind of high regard
that a gun bull has (or John M. Browning.

Jesse is gone now. He died last September. at the
age ol 92, Had it not been [or the urging of this friends,
a lot of the history connected with Jesse and the Linde-
man Power Equipment Company would be lost, Ted
Adams, Manager ol Lindex Company. Inc.*. sat with him
as they sorted through the solled photographs and darm-
aged nitrate negatives that made up a 70-vear pictorial
history. Bob Mull gathered up fragments of carly films
and blended them into a video-taped 1991 interview
with Jesse. Del Bice of the Yakima Valley Museurm con-
ducted several interviews with Jesse, documenting
many ol the important events of his lite. wWithout their
Kind assistance it would not have been possible 10 pro-
vide but a small fraction of the information presented in
the teatre article.

Many of these historic items will be reviewed by the
Archives al Deere & Company, and translerred onto
modern photographic materials 1o assure preservation
ol the Images [or generations 1o come as the original
nitrate negatives continue 1o selt-destruct.

The Yakima Valley Museurn in Yakima Is in process ol
sorting through additional items, and will be preparing a
display through the use of the original artitacts that com-
prise the Lindeman family legacy,

“Lindex Comparny, Inc., is the last of the companies personclly
startecd by Jesse Linceman. Uncler the guicling haned of Ted Adams

they continue o manufacture 3<pr hitches and P10 units for agri-
cultural application on John Deere and Carerplilar cravoler ractors.



Lindeman

he Lindeman name is lamiliar 1o mosit

John Deere collectors because of the

Lindeman Crawlers — primarily the
Model “BO" tractors made into crawlers by the
Lindeman Power Equipment Company ol
Yakima, Washington.

The company was started by Jesse George
Lindeman in 1923, in partnership with his
brother, Harry. Jesse had come to Washington
a few years earlier, figuring that this was a
good place 1o start to “see the world.” He had
an uncle that lived in Ellensburg, and it was a
long way from his family horne in lowa.

within a short time, Jesse was working for
Rovig Lumber Company in Yakima. In those
days. in that area, farm implements were usu-
ally sold by lumber companies, in much the
same way that hardware dealers sold farm
implements in other areas of the country’.

In 1921. Rovig had become dealers for the
Moline Plow Company line of tractors and
implements. The tractor was 100 tall 10 operate
under the tree limbs, so Jesse modilied a regu-
lar disk harrow to extend and cultivate under
the limbs. While few of the Moline Plow Com-
pany tractors were sold, the harrow design
worked well with the new FFordson tractor.,

The following yvear. the Rovig Company
became bankrupt and their entire inventory
was sold. Jesse and Harry Lindeman were
able 10 buy about $4000 worth of implement
repair parts for S158.

They rented a small place and started the
Holt Tractor Agency as dealers of Hol-Caterpil-
lar, and began to manufacture the extension
disk harrow for sale through the local Ford
dealer. with great plans for the future, they
changed the name of the business 10 Linde-

w

man Power Equipment Company.

There were times during the next few years
that they wished they had their original capital
back (@about $300). but they had no recourse
other than to hang on.

In 1925, they were joined by another broth-
er, Ross. They acquired the dealership for Cle-
trac Crawler Tractors, having lost the Holt deal-
ership with the formation of the Caterpillar
Tractor Company.

They needed more room, so they rented
and moved over to the building of a former
cadillac dealer on South First Street (see
inside front cover). They added a disk furrow-
er. a tractor brush rake, and a trailer for haul-
ing fruit at harvest to their line of manufactured
products, and marketed their the “Friend" line
of orchard sprayers.

In 1928, the Lindemans purchased about -
1/2 acres of property and built a section of
what would later become a 150 x 150 [oot
building. They moved their business (0 the
new location in 1929 (see inside back cover),
and stayed there until their sale to Deere &
Company in 1946. By then they were manu-
facturing ten different types of implements,
and annual sales topped a quarter-million dol-
lars. A vounger brother, Joe had joined the
firm in 1934, Both he and Jesse became
employees of Deecre & Company when their
old firm became the John Deere Yakima
works. (They didnt need much of a break-in.)

It was in 1930, the year that Harry Lindeman
was Killed in a one-car accident on a lonely
and treacherous road in the Cascade Moun-
tains, that things really began to change for
Lindeman Power Equipment. The Great

Depression was beginning 10 take its toll. and
(Text continued on page 9.)

The Lindeman name is coell-
knoton among John Deere col-
lectors primarily because of the
“BO" Lindeman Crawler.

Page 3: Model *BO" Lindeman
Crawler with G-foor Killefer Chis-
el Plow. Early “BO" Crawlers dlicl
not carry the Lindeman narme
on the track frame cover like the
one showon here. Tractor operd-
tor, C.R. Chapman. Ashland,
Oreqgon, May 1941,

Above: Initially intendecd for
orchards, the crawlers also per-
formed well in fields.
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Page 4 Harry Lindemarn mn-
ning the Lindeman Powvcer
Equipment Company display ai
o shove in the late 19205

ROSs Linderman

Right: The first Knoten effort by
the Lincdeman Brothers to adapt
lohn Deere tractors 1o orchared
use occurred cohen they maocdi-
fied this 1929 "GP Standlarc.
I'he fundamental design woas lat
cr aclopted by Deere 1o produce
the "GPO"™
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Left: In 1932, the Lindeman
Brothers fittedd a craceler assem-
bly 10 three Mocdlel “D* Tractors
One of them woas sent to the
Deere & Company Experimental
Farm Jor testing in 1933, The
rractor shown here is parked on
the product display pacl in front
of the Lindeman Power Equip-
ment Company.

Page 7: The D" with Lincleman
cracvler attachment was only
able 1o ovtpull a regular 127 in
low gear. at the expense of
speed. At 2-1/2 miles per hour,
pulling capacity of either unit
Las about 5000 pounds.






‘ Above Left: Model D7 wwith Lirn-
cdeman cracvler attachment. Lo
clearance limited their potenticl
as an agricultural ractor

Below Left and Below: Size
and maneuverability precludec

‘ anty chance the Crawvler “D”
might have hacl as an efficient
orchard tractor. At least, with
that seat, they would be relative-
Iy comfortable during long trips

‘ across fields.




Above: Front vieto of tractor
showwn on page 7.

Below: A better idea for orchard
use than the Model “De, fitting the
“GP" with a crawler attachment
providec a concept that toould
later be successful on the “BO".
There were abour o dozen
“‘GPO” Lindeman Crawolers built,
ancl those remaining tocay are
worth a small fortune

(Text contnued from page 2.)

the company was unable to collect many of
their accounts. The brothers decided to dis-
solve the partnership and form a corporation.
A number of product lines were added (o cre-
ale new sales opportunities, One of these
would change the scope of the company for-
ever. They became John Deere dealers.

Retail sales of John Deere ractors was rea-
sonably successful, but neither of the models
available al that time were well suited to
orchard work., The Lindeman Brothers (as
Deere personnel often referred to them) took a
*GIPT standard tread and modilied it with spe-
cial quill castings and front axle to drop the
tractor's height by seven inches. The seat
position was also lowered, which gave the
operator a fighting chance to clear at least
some of the branches in orcharcds. Deere engi-
neers and officials looked at their lowered
“GP". and made further revisions and develop-
ments to create the “GPoO".

Model “D" Lindeman Crawler

The Lindeman Brothers were getting some
attention. That helped in the credibility depart-
ment when they contacted Deere again, in
1032, 10 let them know that they had devised
a track system for the Model “D". They built up
three of these units, using Best 30 tracks and

R

rollers. One of them was shipped 10 Deere &
Company for testing, which resulted in Deere
cncouraging the Lindemans (o put tracks on
the "GP instead.

From that encounter, the "GPO" Lindeman
Crawler was conceived. Only about two
dozen ol these units were built. Production
records lor the entire lot do not exist. The “two
dozen” ligure appears to be based on handed-
down statements rather than hard facts. Deere
& Company records show five "GPO" tractors
that were shipped to the Lindeman Power
Equipment Company without wheel equip-
ment. It seems likely that they were specifical-
ly intended to become crawlers. Others were
most likely buill using “"GPO" and “GP" tractors
that had been shipped with wheel equipment,

About the time that the value of a low-profile
crawler tractor was being discovered in areca
orchards, Deere confided with the Lindemans
by leting them know that the "GP" was going
10 be dropped and a new model introduced.

Years later Jesse would recall his experience
with the “BO"... "Everything just clicked. It was
a beautitul litle tractor.” Although designed for
orchards, the "BO" Lindeman Crawler [ound
surprisingly wide acceptance among farmers
for a variety of crops in many environments.
Of the nearly 1700 built, over a thousand were
sold outside the Yakima area.

Sales of the other Lindeman-built products
increased during the 1930's and 1940's. Major
iterms included the special disk harrows, two-

ay plows, potato harvesters, beet loaders,
land shapers, transplanters, the rapid apple
sizer, wrailers, sprayers, brush rakes, hiiches,
and the portable hop harvester,

Most of the "BO" Lindeman Crawlers were
built from 1943 through 1946. Deere shipped
the short assembly of engine, transmission

and related parts to Lindeman, where they
(Text contnted on page 14.)
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Page 10: Model “GPO” Linde-
man Crawoler with "GO-800"
Sprayer. The 3-wwheel configura-
tion on the sprayer was 1O pro-
vicle a smooth ricle and stability
over irrigation dirches, The ‘
pump is a Friend Mocdlel “ATC”,
I'he fenders on the tractor were
reqular equipment, but were
usually later remouved by owrr-
ers for easier servicing of the
Iracks.

Above Right: Fender removed
from left sicle 10 expose cracvoler
mechanism. The [lyroheel-sicle
exhaust indicates that this “GPO”
Lindeman Craweler ceas built
from an early (5-3/4-inch bore)
“GP”,

Below Right: Even the “GPO"
Lincdeman Creeolers made it oul
of orchards into farm ficlds. .. an
act that teoudd be Jollotoed
repeatedly by the "BO” Crawler,




)

Left: The “GPO™ Lindeman
Crawvler quickly found a home
in the orchards of the Northueest,
rhe coet, hilly countrysicle as
finally concuered by the little
cracvler and offset harrow



Right: There's no written record
(O indicate wwhy Lindeman nar-
roweed up this 1930 *GP", I may
have been for a vineyard or spe
cialized vegetable crop.

-
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(Text contnuedd from pace 9.)

added the linal drive, steering clutches, track
assemblies and attachments. Al their peak,
the Lindeman Power Equipment Company
spread out over ten acres and employed over
400 people.

Just as with the "GPO" Lindeman Crawlers,
there is some question as to how many of the
“BO" Crawlers were buill. A ligure ol 1675 was
offered by Jesse Lindeman, which matches
the figure on the back of the autographed pho-
to he sent us showing the last of them to
come down the assembly line. That tractor,

inciclentally, may be serial number 337345, if

we can figure that the last “BO" shipped 1o
them from the Waterloo Tractor Works was
also the last one built by Lindeman.

shipment of “BO" tractors, without wheel equipment,
from the John Deere Waterloo Tractor Works.

The problem with the figures is as simple as
lost records. The Tractor Production Records
ol the Lindeman Power Equipment Company
stayed with the firm when Deere bought and
changed it to the John Deere Yakima Works.
when the factory was closed in 1954, and the
operation was moved to Dubuque, lowa, the
records disappeared.

The figure of 1675. il not right on, appears (o
be close. Deere production records support

that 1748 “BO" and “BR" tractors were shipped
to Lindeman Power Equipment Company
and/or Yakima, Washington. Some may have
been shipped to local John Deere dealers. bul
most undoubtedly went to Lindeman to be
made into crawlers. The part about the “BRS”
isn't an error. Twenty-nine of the tractors
shipped specilically to Lindeman were “BRS".
and twenty-five of them are listed as having
been equipped to be built into a crawler. The
serial numbers ol these potentially super-rare
traclors are:

333379 335356 336518
333381 335357 336519
333382 335358 336520
333383 335359 336521
334370 335360 336522
3385351 336513 336524

336514 336525

336515 336527
335354 336516 336744
335355 336517

I's thought that “BR" ractors were substituted
when regular shipments of “BO” tractors needed
10 be rounded out. The tractors started down
the line as "BRs”, but were singled out and sent
to Lindeman without wheel equipment 1o com-
plete the order.

IEven rarer than the “BR" Lindeman Crawlers
is the onc-of-a-kind “BI" Lindeman Crawler.
Serial number 330086 was sent to Lindeman,
without wheel equipment, 1o be built into a
military prototype for testing by the U.S. Gov-
emment. There's a photo of the “BI* Lindeman
Crawler on page 24, and it appears in action
(and color) in the VHS video tape “The Linde-
man Story” (see page 4.2).

It has been estimated by inleresied collec-
tors who follow the "BO" Lindeman that there
are between 300 and 400 still in exisience. For

(Text continued on page 20.)

Page 15: Ten “BO" Lindeman
Cracvlers fitted with Thys
Portable Hop Pickers. Edwoard
Thys of California inveniec the
picker, and it wwas manufactured
by the Lindeman Poweer Equip-
ment Comparnty.









Page 16: With a crewe of eight,
the Thys Portable Hop Picker
could accomplish the wwork of
50 experienced pickers. The sau-
Ings realized during one harvest,
N many instances, would pay
for the cost of the machine

Note that one of the *BO” Lin-
deman Crawolers s fitted with
rubber rack pads. They were
intended for industrial use on
hard surfaces, including opera-
tion in the hull of ships

Right: It doesn't seem 1o mat
ter where a Lindeman Crawoler is
sitting — they tend to drace a
crowd of people, just as this
show-stealer did back in the
19405,







Page 18 and Above: Model
“BO" Lindeman Crawoler owoned
by Herold Schultz of Ollie, lovwa

Below and Botom: Harold
with Jesse Lindemean.

he last event attended by Jesse Linde-
man was the Washington State Pio-
neer Power Show at Union Gap on

ALIEUSt 15-16, 1992,

Harold Schultz of Ollie, lowa, transported his
“BO" Lindeman Crawler 2000 miles to partici-
pate in the show, and had the honor ol using
the tractor 1o pull the float that carried Jesse,

The photos in the sidebar, taken earlier that
day, show Harold (in yellow shirf) with Jesse,

and Jesse's nurse.,

The crawler was purchased lor $2400 at an
auction near lowa City in 1984, It was in ven
good condition, but there wasn't a lot ol inter-

est shown at the time.

He later found two rubber track pads in an
old inventory storage area in South Bend. Indi-
ana. They were used as patterns at a smaill
plant in lowa to produce a full set of tracks. It
took over a vear 1o restore the tractor,

There are two dozen other tractors in his col-

lection, both styled and unstyled. He started in
1981 with an unstyled *A”. His [avorites are the

“BO" Lindeman Crawler and a

"BR",

which he

Clever engineering. The wrench holds the
front blade in place

usually exhibits together at shows.

Schuliz and his son-in-law. David Silvers. do
all of their own restoration work — cosmetic
and mechanical, and are active in the local
Two-Cylinder Club. Both have exhibited trac-
lors at Expos. While Harold and Virginia enjoy
retirement, David and their son, Gary, operate
the GoO-acre tamily farm.




(rext continued from page 14.)

many vears, most ol the tractors stayecd in the
Northwest and remained in continual use.
Many were eventually cannibalized for paris
People in that region didn't relate 1o the collec-
lor demand that began to materialize in other
parts ol the country. After all, the "BO”"
Crawlers were Kind of common around there.
But little by little, folks rom other parts of the
country began to gather up the Lindemans
and take them home. Eventually it was
noticed, and owners from Oregon and Wash-
ington have gotten much more reluctant to
part with them. Consequently. prices are tend-
ing 1o increase at a rate that may be some-
what faster than that of most other models.

lesse G Lindeman with the last "BO" Crawler to come
oll the: line

In 1946, Jesse was told by Deere that the
“BO" would be discontinued. It would be
replaced by a new tractor, the *M", and Jesse
was encouraged to use this talents to develop
a crawler conversion.

20

A little time passed, and Deere approached
him with a new proposition. They wanted 1o
buy Lindeman Power Equipment Company.
Valued at just over a hall a million dollars, the
plant [acility wasn't all they were after. They
would double the price il Jesse would stay on
board as a consulting engineer 1o the new
owner.

The deal was completed in December 1 946:

e Decre was 1o assume operations on Jan-

uary 1, 1947,

e Every single Lindeman employee would
be accepted into the Deere operation, and

e Jesse would be allowed to continue (o
manulacture larm implements (not those
assumed by Deere) at the nearby North-
west Equipment Company, a lirm started
by he and Joe in 1954,

Foundry molding tloor.,

On the down side, the foundry facilities suf-
[ered a major fire (S50.,000 loss) on December
27, just a few days before Deere took over, It
didn't cause insurmountable problems. Deere
procecded to farm out the necessary casting

(Text continued on pace 25.)

Below: Beach duties with a U.S.
Navy "BO”™ Lindeman.

Page 21: The strangest of them
all, neo of these “Hi-Crop™ Linde-
i Cravlers woere built for use
in asparagus. As might be
expected, the track system was
not as rugagec as the reqgudar unit
andl the tractors had 1o be oper-
atedl with extra care.

Page 22: Fliyeoheel sice of “B0O°
Lindeman Cratoler woith scraper.

Page 23: Pulley side of “BO™ Lin-
cleman Craceler coith Lindemean
Brush Buck Rake,



s G e 0 e e e
M. WS Mt LS W o D RO 3 e e e S e bosng e as
1 ~,--U,ﬂﬂﬁmmmnmmm--nsu-.-aess-nalll ~ ea

| .‘-'ﬁ"*ﬂl-mlnm
: R " Tl WU e Vo i A 5, b B 5 | C R LT
A, SR N, O R OO DL v W AL W | [ 5 e . s
1 i mmmm-mm. B | B 7 AT S W TR T
L A , S0 T S T RS R P M . 7 FiDe W Sicw , B 3w 5.3 7%
PO e O T D L ) S S, b ”lﬁ Iﬂ]” ”l I” LJ' I NEFTTTITCLLT
e ol Ve SRR AN . e e B ' \ ey
=ty e T OHN DEERE g i U
e B 'R e i&';:';;.--l _‘;.‘._9" T —— i L7
G rau o SeW I '
- ‘_:ﬂw‘{mg‘“ "' poee -u '
R ,T:c, ol ‘-’ .'._3 ". 1 ; |
R il SR | ! _,
i

)& ‘

|

W e v A Celey '
Ganfa s L
1 o SR g
‘ T Lo

' 8










g BN AREFF SRR MR
st s B ki

T TN

T T EREP &
-:._I:.f g

| L] b
Wit
sitily
i “

g

_:ZII 3 x.

H.. .
@mwun Muwmlw

| ”nm wil S

" . R—— - .

LW T RSSO G SRR T T ST R AT = s wa T

C AT e R



Page 24: The rarest of all Lincle-
man Crawolers, this Model “BI°,
serial #330086, wwas built for
demonstration to the U.S. Armecd
FForces for possible use in con-
struction of airfields in the jun-
gles of the Pacific. A military
contract dicl not materialize.

(Text conunued from page 20.)

work, decided not to rebuild the foundry and
utilized the space for storage and other manu-
facturing functions. The million dollar pur-
chase price, no paltry sum today, was certain-
ly big news back then. Especially so for a
community the size of Yakima, who got 1o
Keep its largest manufacturing facility as well
gain a new Lindeman plant. Talk had always
been that this transplanted lowa farm boy
without even a high school education was a
“‘genius.” Now, with John Deere paving some
half million for the factory, and an equal figure
for his talents, it became the stulf of legends.

lesse with his children (from lefn Bill, Betsy and Bruce,

Not yel hall-a-century old, Jesse and his wife,
Jane, lived in a beautitul but unassuming
house on a hillside acreage overlooking his
adopted hometown. They were active in the
community, and devoted to their tamily. wWhen
he spoke at business or social functions, peo-
ple were captivated. Not necessarily because
he was Mr. Lindeman, but because he could
spin a tale and spice it up with humor.

Ross Lindeman died the following vear.

Jesse and Joe continued 1o operate Northwest
Equipment Company’.

They manulactured fruithandling and pack-
ing equipment, two-way plows, an innovative
multi-functional rotary tiller, transplanters, beet
planters and loaders, and potato harvesters.

Land shaper,

Mecanwhile the John Deere Yakima Works
was bhuilding crawlers out of Model “M" Trac-
tors under the guidance of Jesse. The first
“MC” rolled off the line on March 3, 1949. The
Yakima hitch, plows, land levelers and other
implements were developed and produced by
Jesse and the John Deere Yakima Works.

Deere & Company made the decision to
close the Yakima Works in 1954. Production of
the "MC" was translerred to the John Deere
Dubuque Tractor Works, Jesse and Joe contin-
ued with Northwest Equipment until it was
sold in 1982. Joe died a short while later.

After trving to lor a few years. Jesse realized
he was not yet ready to retire. He started a
new company. Lindex Company. Inc.. in
1086. Lindex is now managed by Ted Adams,

and they continue to make 3-point hitches and
(Text continued on page 29.)




Above Left: Among the many
procucts designed ane pro-
duced by the Lindeman Pocver
Equipment Company, the potaio
harvester showen here is being
operated by a styled “A” The sec-
ond tractor is pulling a wwagon,

Below Lelt: The Lindeman Beet
Loacier woorkedd woell woith either
beets or beet tops, loadding clearn-
Iy andd diverting many men
hours to other tasks during the
busy harvest season,

Page 27: Jesse Lindeman woith
the first “MC* built at the John
Deere Yakima Works.









Page 28: Discussing the devel
opment of implements for the
‘MO are, from left: Oril Dunlandd,
Rob Kneibel, Jesse and Joe Lin-
deman,

Below: Throughout his profes-
sional life, Jesse Lindemean corn-
tinued 1o document his wwork
through his enjoyment of pho
tography. These field scenes,
with a 45-year time span, shou
an active and fully involved man
still coith camera in han.

(Text continued fronm page 25.)

PTOs designed to provide industrial crawler
tractors, built by John Deere and Caterpillar,
the flexibility to be used with agricultural imple-
ments in agricultural applications.

Jesse Lindeman at 89

During the last few years of his lile, Jesse
was clearly flattered by the unexpected atten-
tion he received from tractor collectors and
historians. "My ego is right up 1o here,” he was
heard to say., gesturing to his chin. Graciously,
he granted taped interviews, plant tours and
demonstrations of his equipment. He shook
his head at the thought that collectors were
paving three to four times the original price
(around $1400) for one of his sturdy little
crawlers. He was even more impressed that
many of them were still in operation.

The Washington State Pioneer Power Show,
held in Union Gap last August, was the largest
in its eleven-year history. Thousands ol
exhibitors and admirers nationwide arrived in

)

the small town adjacent to Yakima (o celebrate
their agricultural heritage. Autendance had
swelled when it was learned that the Grand
Marshall and guest of honor would be Jesse
G. Lindeman. The show capped a year ol
recognition in many forms. It was a highlight of
the legendary. self-taught engineer’s long life.
Unable to travel to Expo I due to failing
health, he confided 1o close friends that the
hometown show was 1o be his swan song.
Three weeks later, a month before his 93rd
birthday, he quietly passed away in his sleep.

During research Jor this article the production infor
mation for cvery maodel *BO™ and *BR™ ractor shippecd
o the Lindeman Poweer Equipiment Companty, as woell
s 10 Yakima, Washington, was recorded

Owoners of “BO" Lindeman Crawlers are welcome
1o worite 1o the Two-Cylinder Library, P.O. Box 10
Grundy Center, 1A S0G3800 10, requesting procuction
information on their tractor. Please include a self-

acldressed, stamped envelope and your serial nue-
ber. The infjormation will be provided ar no charge




HUNTER, STILL AT LAYHERS... |;

THIS IS OUR
MODEL"C". FEW
ARE KNOWN TO

STILL EXIST.

LESS THAN ‘
100 WERE BUILT, J

A ARE THERE ANY
TRACTORS LEFT TO
BE DISCOVERED?

E HEAR OF THEM
TURNING UP FREQUENTLY!

PLENTY!
Wi

IOk pegp: SO FERE

HERES A 1930 “GP” .
WIDE -TREAD WITH CROSSOVER
MANIFOLD. THEY'RE RARE

TOO!

THATS A BO”
LINDEMAN ! THEY RE SCARCE,
BUT NOT RARE.
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IT LOOKS LIKE THE “BO” YOU
SHOWED ME AWHILE AGO, BUT WITH
TRACKS INSTEAD OF WHEELS!

THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT IT IS!
JOHN DEERE SENT “BOs” WITHOUT
WHEELS TO LINDEMAN POWER

EQUIPMENT IN YAKIMA WASHINGTON. Y, ,///

THEY INSTALLED
TRACKS OF THEIR OWN
DESIGN, AND SOLD THE
TRACTORS FOR USE
IN ORCHARDS.

THE LAYHERS SURE HAVE
A LOT OF UNUSUAL

A "BO” LINDEMAN.
IVE NEVER SEEN

WISCONSIN YOU MAY
WANT TO VISIT... X

LATER , AT STEVE STEVENSONS PLACE... |

AND YOU REALLY
MET JESS LINDEMAN?

JUST LAST SUMMER.
JESS WAS 92 AT THE

TIME AND FRAIL, BUT HE

WAS ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT.

HIM...AND HIS
2. INVENTIONS.

COME INTO MY OFFICE.
I THINK YOURE GOING TO BE
HERE FOR A COUPLE DAYS...










